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What is the Ocean Decade? 

The United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development 2021-2030 (‘Ocean Decade’) has a vision of 
‘the science we need for the ocean we want’. The Ocean 
Decade provides a common framework for collective action by 
diverse actors to ensure that ocean science can underpin the 
achievement of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
complementary global and regional policy frameworks, including 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
The Ocean Decade provides a ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ opportunity 
to create a new foundation across the science-policy interface 
to strengthen the management of our ocean and coasts for the 
benefit of humanity and to mitigate the impacts of climate change.  

The Ocean Decade Implementation Plan outlines ten Decade 
Challenges, representing the most immediate and pressing 
needs of the Decade, which will guide stakeholders as they come 
together to co-design and co-deliver a wide range of Decade 
Actions that will be implemented over the next ten years to meet 
three Decade Objectives. Ocean Decade Challenge No. 5 of the 
Ocean Decade is focused on generating and using knowledge 
and solutions to unlock ocean-based adaptation and mitigation 
solutions to climate change. 

The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO 
(IOC-UNESCO) has been mandated by the UN General Assembly 
to coordinate implementation of the Ocean Decade on behalf of the 
UN system. The Ocean Decade will provide the data, knowledge 

and capacity to address science and knowledge gaps needed to 
make informed policy decisions. Working in coordination with 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
the Ocean Decade will contribute to addressing these societal 
challenges, for example by providing the sound science needed 
for updating the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) of 
the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

Ocean Decade Events at  
COP27 

The Ocean Decade will host and partner in a 
series of events at COP27 that will catalyse 
dialogue between diverse actors working 
across the science-policy-society interface. 
These events will provide a platform to 
discuss innovative solutions underway in 
ocean science to ensure that it leads to 
tangible and sustainable climate action. 
They will also be a space for partners to 
explore the essential conditions of success 

related to financing, partnerships and 
capacity development. 

All events will align with the priorities of 
the Egyptian Presidency of COP27 related 
to adaptation, mitigation, financing and 
collaboration, and the key messages of the 
Ocean Climate Dialogue held in June 2022. 
Specific themes to be addressed through 
the Ocean Decade events include: 

(i) climate action in Africa, (ii) resilience 
including the role of nature-based 
solutions, (iii) financing for ocean science 
for climate action, and (iv) communicating 
ocean science for climate action.

Events will showcase existing Ocean 
Decade Actions  working at the global, 
regional and national levels, and 
engage representatives of key Decade 
structures including the  Ocean Decade 
Alliance and the Decade Advisory Board. 

Ocean Science for Climate Action in the 
framework of the Ocean Decade

Ocean Pavilion, Thursday 10 November 2022, 
10:30

Key conclusions of the first Ocean Climate 
Dialogue held in June 2022 included 
strong recognition of the fact that a whole 
of society approach is needed for ocean-
climate action and governance, and that 
available science and knowledge need to be 
used and improved to achieve action. This 
event will provide a space for discussion 
of the importance of the science-policy-
society interface to translate ocean 
science to effective climate action. It will 
explore key gaps and challenges and 
provide examples of innovative solutions 
that are underway via the Ocean Decade.

© Nastya Smirnova RF/Shutterstock.com
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377082
https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-2022
https://oceanpavilion-cop.org/
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Ocean Decade Africa Roadmap

Ocean Pavilion, Tuesday 8 November 2022, 8:00

Ocean science needs for climate action are arguably greater in 
Africa than in any other region. This event will amplify the visibility of 
the Ocean Decade Africa Roadmap and will focus on raising visibility 
of the importance of the Ocean Decade in Africa. It will feature 
speakers from key African partners in the Decade including members 
of the Decade Advisory Board, the African Ocean Decade Taskforce, 
Africa ECOP network and philanthropic and industry partners.

Ocean Knowledge for Climate Resilience 

Tuesday 8 November 2022, 14:30 - 15:30   
Bellona Pavilion
Blue Zone

Healthy coastal and marine ecosystems have a vital role to play in 
climate mitigation and adaptation, particularly in vulnerable regions 
across Africa and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). When used 
in conjunction with other resilience solutions, sustainable restoration 
and management of marine and ocean ecosystems will allow them 
to contribute to resilience objectives, and also generate significant 
social, ecological and economic co-benefits. This event will look at 
the challenges and opportunities for ecosystems to fully play their 
role in climate adaptation and mitigation. It will explore the role of 
multi-partner initiatives and frameworks to address these gaps at 
different scales.

Communicating Ocean Science for Climate Action

Wednesday 9 November 2022, 15:45 - 16:45  
UNESCO Pavilion
Green Zone

Despite the indisputable importance of the role of the ocean in 
climate adaptation and mitigation, the ocean science community has 
faced challenges in its attempts to effectively communicate critical 
aspects of the ocean-climate nexus to diverse audiences. This event 
will allow sharing of experience between the ocean and climate 
science communicator communities, with the aim of identifying best 
practices and pitfalls to avoid, thus accelerating thinking and tools 
that can be used to communicate ocean science for climate action.

Financing Ocean Science for Climate Action in the framework of 
the Ocean Decade

Saturday 12 November 2022, 16:30 - 18:00  
Moroccan Pavilion
Blue Zone

A key focus of COP27 will be on tangible actions, partnerships and 
initiatives – including financing – to implement the commitments 
made by parties to the UNFCCC with a specific focus on the needs 
of Africa and Small Island Developing States. This event will explore 
the challenges faced in financing and supporting ocean science 
for climate action, with a focus on Africa, and present examples 
and experience in innovative and diverse financing and resource 
mobilisation approaches that could be adapted for implementation 
by diverse partners in Africa in the context of the Ocean Decade.

The Ocean Decade is also honoured to be a partner 
of the Ocean Pavilion and a programming partner 
of the  Ocean x Climate Summit to be held on 11 
November 2022 at the Park Regency and led by 
Oceanic Global with the support of Salesforce.

Keep an eye on our dedicated COP27
webpage for more details of our events!

The power of inter-agency cooperation to scale up ocean-
climate action: Case studies, challenges and opportunities

Saturday 12 November 2022, 18:30 - 20:00 

Side Event Room 3, Blue Zone

This side event will provide a platform for world experts 
engaged with UN-Oceans to showcase ambitious science-
based initiatives for ocean-climate action that are accessible, 
replicable, scalable and sustainable. It will also provide 
an opportunity to engage policymakers and understand 
opportunities to strengthen future action.

© Lostsurf/Shutterstock.com

https://oceanpavilion-cop.org/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381488
https://oceanpavilion-cop.org/
https://oceanic.global/projects/cop-27-the-ocean-x-climate-summit/
https://www.oceandecade.org/un-climate-change-conference-2022/
https://www.oceandecade.org/un-climate-change-conference-2022/
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Across the world, hundreds of partners are implementing transformative ocean science research 
initiatives as part of the Ocean Decade that are generating critical knowledge, skills and technology 
to address Ocean Decade Challenge No. 5. 

Global Ecosystem for Ocean 
Solutions (GEOS)

Ocean Visions and Future Seas https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ecosystem-for-ocean-
solutions-geos/

Blue Climate Initiative - 
Solutions for People, Ocean, 
Planet (BCI)

Blue Climate Initiative 
(sponsored by Tetiaroa Society)  

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/blue-climate-initiative-
solutions-for-people-ocean-planet/

Deep Ocean Observing 
Strategy (DOOS)

Deep Ocean Observing Strategy https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/deep-ocean-observing-
strategy/

Ocean Acidification Research 
for Sustainability (OARS)

Global Ocean Acidification 
Observing Network (GOA-ON)

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-acidification-research-
for-sustainability/

Global Ocean Oxygen Decade 
(GOOD)

GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for 
Ocean Research Kiel,  on behalf 
of the Global Ocean Oxygen 
Network (GO2NE)  

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-oxygen-
database-and-atlas/

Fisheries Strategies for 
Changing Oceans and Resilient 
Ecosystems by 2030 (Fish 
SCORE)

Gulf of Maine Research 
Institute

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/fisheries-strategies-for-
changing-oceans-and-resilient-ecosystems-by-2030/

Sustainability, Predictability 
and REsilience of Marine 
Ecosystems (SUPREME) 

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), USA

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/sustainability-predictability-
and-resilience-of-marine-ecosystems-supreme-2

An Observing Air-Sea 
Interactions Strategy (OASIS)

SCOR Working Group #162 
-- Developing an Observing 
Air-Sea Interactions Strategy 
(OASIS)

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/observing-air-sea-
interactions-strategy-oasis/

CoastPredict - Observing and 
Predicting the Global Coastal 
Ocean

Alma Mater Studiorum, 
University of Bologna, Italy

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/coastpredict-observing-and-
predicting-the-global-coastal-ocean

Joint Exploration of the 
Twilight Zone Ocean Network 
(JETZON)

National Oceanography Centre, 
UK

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/joint-exploration-of-the-
twilight-zone-ocean-network/

Ocean Biomolecular Observing 
Network (OBON)

The Partnership for 
Observation of the Global 
Ocean (POGO) & National 
Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), USA

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-biomolecular-
observing-network-obon/

Ocean Cities, an international 
network of cities in harmony 
with the marine environment 
(OC-NET)

Mediterranean Center for 
Marine and Environmental 
Research (CMIMA-CSIC)  
Institut de Ciències del 
Mar (ICM-CSIC)  Unitat de 
Tecnologia Marina (UTM-CSIC), 
Spain

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-cities-an-international-
network-of-cities-in-harmony-with-the-marine-environment/

The Coral Reef Sentinels: A 
Mars Shot for Blue Planetary 
Health

The Smithsonian Institution https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/the-coral-reef-sentinels-a-
mars-shot-for-blue-planetary-health

ForeSea - The Ocean Prediction 
Capacity of the Future

OceanPredict https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/foresea-the-ocean-prediction-
capacity-of-the-future

Challenger 150 - A Decade to 
Study Deep-Sea Life

DOSI - Deep Ocean 
Stewardship Initiative

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/challenger-150-a-decade-to-
study-deep-sea-life

Ocean Decade Actions Working on 
the Ocean Climate Nexus

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ecosystem-for-ocean-solutions-geos/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ecosystem-for-ocean-solutions-geos/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/blue-climate-initiative-solutions-for-people-ocean-planet/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/blue-climate-initiative-solutions-for-people-ocean-planet/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/deep-ocean-observing-strategy/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/deep-ocean-observing-strategy/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-acidification-research-for-sustainability/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-acidification-research-for-sustainability/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-oxygen-database-and-atlas/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-oxygen-database-and-atlas/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/fisheries-strategies-for-changing-oceans-and-resilient-ecosystems-by-2030/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/fisheries-strategies-for-changing-oceans-and-resilient-ecosystems-by-2030/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/sustainability-predictability-and-resilience-of-marine-ecosystems-supreme-2/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/sustainability-predictability-and-resilience-of-marine-ecosystems-supreme-2/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/observing-air-sea-interactions-strategy-oasis/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/observing-air-sea-interactions-strategy-oasis/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/coastpredict-observing-and-predicting-the-global-coastal-ocean/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/coastpredict-observing-and-predicting-the-global-coastal-ocean/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/joint-exploration-of-the-twilight-zone-ocean-network/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/joint-exploration-of-the-twilight-zone-ocean-network/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-biomolecular-observing-network-obon/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-biomolecular-observing-network-obon/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-cities-an-international-network-of-cities-in-harmony-with-
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-cities-an-international-network-of-cities-in-harmony-with-
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/the-coral-reef-sentinels-a-mars-shot-for-blue-planetary-health/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/the-coral-reef-sentinels-a-mars-shot-for-blue-planetary-health/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/foresea-the-ocean-prediction-capacity-of-the-future/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/foresea-the-ocean-prediction-capacity-of-the-future/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/challenger-150-a-decade-to-study-deep-sea-life/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/challenger-150-a-decade-to-study-deep-sea-life/
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Pacific solutions to save our 
ocean: an integrated ocean 
science programme towards a 
healthy Blue Pacific Continent 
to sustain future generations

Pacific Community (SPC) https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/pacific-solutions-to-save-our-
ocean-an-integrated-ocean-science-programme-towards-a-healthy-
blue-pacific-continent-to-sustain-future-generations

Sustainability of Marine 
Ecosystems through global 
knowledge networks 
(SMARTNET)

International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES)  
The North Pacific Marine 
Science Organization (PICES)

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/sustainability-of-marine-
ecosystems-through-global-knowledge-networks-smartnet

Bertarelli Foundation Marine 
Science Programme

Bertarelli Foundation https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/bertarelli-foundation-marine-
science-programme/

Reef Recovery 2030 Great Barrier Reef Foundation https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/reef-recovery-2030/

Norway-Pacific Ocean-Climate 
Scholarship Program (N-POC)

University of Bergen, Norway https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/norway-pacific-ocean-climate-
scholarship-programme

Global Ocean Negative Carbon 
Emission

Xiamen University, China https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-negative-carbon-
emission

Global Ocean Decade 
Programme for Blue Carbon

The University of St Andrews, 
UK

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-decade-
programme-for-blue-carbon

Ocean to climate Seamless 
Forecasting system

First Institute of Oceanography, 
Ministry of Natural Resources

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-to-climate-seamless-
forecasting-system

Inundation Signatures on Rocky 
Coastlines

Williams College https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/inundation-signatures-on-
rocky-coastlines/

Ocean Vision - UN Decade 
Collaborative Centre for 
Ocean-Climate Solutions (OV - 
UN DCC)

Ocean Visions, Georgia Tech, 
and the Georgia Aquarium, USA

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-visions-un-decade-
collaborative-centre-for-ocean-climate-solutions-ov-un-dcc/

Decade Collaborative Centre 
on Ocean-Climate Nexus and 
Coordination Amongst Decade 
Implementing Partners in P. R. 
China (DCC-OCC)

First Institute of Oceanography, 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
(FIO, MNR), China

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-
for-ocean-climate-nexus-and-coordination-amongst-decade-
implementing-partners-in-p-r-china-dcc-occ

Decade Collaborative Centre 
for Coastal Resilience (DCC-
CR)

University of Bologna, Italy https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-
for-coastal-resilience

https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/pacific-solutions-to-save-our-ocean-an-integrated-ocean-science-programme-towards-a-healthy-blue-pacific-continent-to-sustain-future-generations/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/pacific-solutions-to-save-our-ocean-an-integrated-ocean-science-programme-towards-a-healthy-blue-pacific-continent-to-sustain-future-generations/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/pacific-solutions-to-save-our-ocean-an-integrated-ocean-science-programme-towards-a-healthy-blue-pacific-continent-to-sustain-future-generations/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/sustainability-of-marine-ecosystems-through-global-knowledge-networks-smartnet/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/sustainability-of-marine-ecosystems-through-global-knowledge-networks-smartnet/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/bertarelli-foundation-marine-science-programme/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/bertarelli-foundation-marine-science-programme/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/reef-recovery-2030/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/norway-pacific-ocean-climate-scholarship-programme/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/norway-pacific-ocean-climate-scholarship-programme/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-negative-carbon-emission/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-negative-carbon-emission/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-decade-programme-for-blue-carbon/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-ocean-decade-programme-for-blue-carbon/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-to-climate-seamless-forecasting-system/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-to-climate-seamless-forecasting-system/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/inundation-signatures-on-rocky-coastlines/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/inundation-signatures-on-rocky-coastlines/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-visions-un-decade-collaborative-centre-for-ocean-climate-solutions-ov-un-dcc/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/ocean-visions-un-decade-collaborative-centre-for-ocean-climate-solutions-ov-un-dcc/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-for-ocean-climate-nexus-and-coordination-amongst-decade-implementing-partners-in-p-r-china-dcc-occ
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-for-ocean-climate-nexus-and-coordination-amongst-decade-implementing-partners-in-p-r-china-dcc-occ
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-for-ocean-climate-nexus-and-coordination-amongst-decade-implementing-partners-in-p-r-china-dcc-occ
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-for-coastal-resilience
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/decade-collaborative-centre-for-coastal-resilience
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For further information 
visit our website: 
 oceandecade.org  UNOceanDecade

 unoceandecade

 OceanDecade

 UN-Ocean-Decade
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https://www.oceandecade.org
https://twitter.com/UNOceanDecade
https://www.instagram.com/unoceandecade/
https://www.facebook.com/oceandecade
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-ocean-decade/

